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UWI Cave Hill Campus, Barbados
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Visitors looking towards the horizon from the UWI Cave Hill 
Campus in Barbados will notice two impressive sights: the 
glistening blue of the Caribbean Sea and the blue and yellow 
synthetic track on which UWI students and various high-
performance athletes of the Caribbean state alike have been 
training since the beginning of 2013. The colours of the track 
are based on the blue and yellow national flag of Barbados. 
The synthetic flooring throughout the sports facility has been 
provided by BSW, the sports flooring manufacturer.

The new training site includes a 400m Regupol® AG running 
track, a water pit for the steeplechase, facilities for javelin, 
discus and hammer throwing, as well as long jump, triple 
jump and pole vaulting facilities. A special feature of this 
running track is that the straight sections on both sides of the 
track have been extended. This means that it can be used 
for sprints and the 100 and 110m hurdle races. The reason 
behind this is that the track has a seafront location and the 
wind direction changes from morning to evening. However, 
the weather conditions and the tropical climate in Barbados 
have no effect on the physical properties of the Regupol® 
track surface, which remain constant, even in conditions of 
extreme heat or cold.

The reference project for the Regupol® AG track surface by 
BSW was the 400m track in the Usain Bolt Stadium of the 
partner university in Jamaica, where both students and mem-
bers of the famous Racers Track Club, including Usain Bolt, 
have been running on the same blue BSW surface. Extensive 
on-site testing and numerous reports of positive experiences 
convinced the decision makers at the UWI University in 
Barbados of the quality of Regupol® floors and the reliability 
of the BSW service.

The decision turned out to be the right one. The university re-
ports that the number of athletes listed in the sports program-
me has tripled since the opening of the track. It appears that 
the striking colour scheme of the track draws in the runners.

Since the construction of a blue Regupol® synthetic track 
in the Berlin Olympic stadium, a trend for running tracks in 
blue and other colours has emerged. BSW, the pioneer of this 
trend, is busy installing running tracks worldwide which do 
not have the traditional, red surface. As far as the construc-
tion of the UWI Cave Hill campus track is concerned, BSW 
has assisted the university in the planning phase for the 
entire athletics facility, including the substructure, soliciting 
the advice of an experienced construction engineer on site. 
Consulting work is included in the service provided by the 
company.
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