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In the world of athletics, Regupol® AG is a well-known material. 
Certified by the IAAF (International Association of Athletics 
Federations) it is installed across the globe in stadia that host 
international athletics competitions. It consists of 10 mm thick 
rolls, prefabricated in the factory, which are bonded to the 
asphalt on site. The coloured EPDM granules in the wear layer 
are scattered onto liquid polyurethane to ensure a seamless 
sports surface. The advantage is that this surface is extremely 
homogenous; the synthetic material has precisely the same 
thickness and provides uniform sports-relevant physical proper-
ties across the entire track.

This means the track itself will also be a factor contributing 
to top-class performances when competitions are held in the 
Steigerwald stadium. One such performance could also be at-
tributed to BSW. Removal of the old material and installation of 
the 7,200 square metres of new track was achieved within the 
shortest possible time and, despite the extremely tight deadline, 
the job was completed a week and a half before the champi-
onships were scheduled to start. “Luckily, the weather was on 
our side”, says Dominik Bach, head of sales for sports flooring 
at BSW GmbH, “because only three days of rain would have 
made it impossible to complete the job on time.”

He went on to say that “considering we took just four weeks to 
take out the old synthetic track and install the new surface, our 
technicians have put in a record-breaking performance, as well!”

The running track in Erfurt’s Steigerwald Stadium (Steigerwald-
stadion) had record-breaking potential even before the first big 
sports event had taken place. Serious damage to the old track 
had made full-scale renovation unavoidable - just before the 
German Athletics Championships in July 2017. So there was 
a big question mark over the event’s synthetic main protagonist 
being ready to take centre stage when the spotlight came on. 
The task of removal and reinstallation was taken on by BSW.

The company had installed the first red synthetic track in the 
stadium 12 years previously and over the years, the surface, 
also known as “tartan”, had taken all the stresses and strains 
in its stride and provided outstanding service. Just a few partial 
repairs had been needed six years ago. Nevertheless, the many 
years of intensive use in sports events, as well as restructuring 
work on the stadium itself, had damaged the track so badly that 
the Erfurt authorities decided it was time to replace it complete-
ly. Summarizing the damage, Kai Martin, the technical manager 
of Erfurt’s sports facilities, said: “There were lots of bubbles on 
the surface and it had even started to come away from the sub-
base in some places. Allowing athletes to run on a track like 
that would be irresponsible”.

Before installing the new tartan track, the old, damaged one 
had to be removed completely. The underlying asphalt was 
milled off and replaced by a new layer, on which BSW installed 
the new Regupol® AG synthetic track surface. 
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